Overview of Lotus Sutra

I. Five Periods of the Buddha’s Teachings – 

a. Kegon – 


b. Agon –


c. Hodo – 


d. Hanya (Prana) – 


e. Hoke Nehan –




II. Famous Translations of the Lotus Sutra

a. Sho Hoke Kyo – 

b. Myoho Renge Kyo – 

c. Tenbo Myoho Renge Kyo –


III. Grand Drama – the story and setting of the Lotus Sutra

a. Set stage – place and people –

 
b. Buddha begins teaching w/o being questioned – 


c. Predictions of enlightenment – 


d. Appearance of Many Treasures Buddha – 


e. Appearance of Bodhisattvas from Underground – 


f. Request from the Buddha  


g. Transmission –
h. Eternal Buddha –




IV. Ways to divide up the Lotus Sutra


a. 1 Sutra in 3 Parts



b. 2 Places 3 Assemblies



c. 2 Gates 6 Parts






V. Significant segway moments in the Lotus Sutra
a. Chapter 2 – 


b. Chapter 10 – 


c. Chapter 11 – nine easy & six difficult practices

i. Easy



ii. Difficult




iii. Hotoge


d. Chapter 15 –

 

e. Chapter 15 – 



f. Chapter 16 – 



g. Chapter 22 – 


VI. Significant new teachings in the Lotus Sutra
a. 10 Factors – 





b. Single Buddha Vehicle – 


c. Equality – 

d. Enlightenment of all beings 

e. Eternal life of the Buddha


f. Relationship between the Buddha and BoE




VII. Parables in the Lotus Sutra

a. Burning House – 


b. Rich Man – 


c. Simile of Herbs –

 

d. Magic City – 


e. Gem in the robe – 


f. Gem in top knot – 


g. Physician –


